Aggregation of antidepressant drugs in aqueous solution.
Light scattering, conductivity and pH methods have been used to examine the aggregation in aqueous solution of a series of antidepressant drugs. The drugs investigated included the hydrochlorides of amitriptyline, butriptyline, protriptyline, nortriptyline, imipramine, desipramine, clomipramine, dothiepin, dibenzepin, opipramol, iprindole, doxepin, mianserin and maprotiline. No significant association of dibenzepin, mianserin or maprotiline hydrochlorides could be detected up to their respective solubility limits. A micellar pattern of association was established for all other compounds. Critical micelle concentrations and micellar properties are reported.